
IC 36-1-6

Chapter 6. Enforcement of Ordinances

IC 36-1-6-1
Application of chapter

Sec. 1. This chapter applies to all municipal corporations having
the power to adopt ordinances.
As added by Acts 1980, P.L.211, SEC.1.

IC 36-1-6-2
Real property; action to bring compliance; expense as lien against

property

Sec. 2. (a) If a condition violating an ordinance of a municipal
corporation exists on real property, officers of the municipal
corporation may enter onto that property and take appropriate action
to bring the property into compliance with the ordinance. However,
before action to bring compliance may be taken, all persons holding
a substantial interest in the property must be given a reasonable
opportunity of at least ten (10) days but not more than sixty (60) days
to bring the property into compliance. If the municipal corporation
takes action to bring compliance, the expenses incurred by the
municipal corporation to bring compliance constitute a lien against
the property. The lien is superior to all other liens except liens for
taxes, in an amount that does not exceed:

(1) two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) for real property
that:

(A) contains one (1) or more occupied or unoccupied single
or double family dwellings or the appurtenances or additions
to those dwellings; or
(B) is unimproved; or

(2) ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for all other real property not
described in subdivision (1).

(b) The municipal corporation may issue a bill to the owner of the
real property for the costs incurred by the municipal corporation in
bringing the property into compliance with the ordinance, including
administrative costs and removal costs.

(c) If the owner of the real property fails to pay a bill issued under
subsection (b), the municipal corporation may, after thirty (30) days,
certify to the county auditor the amount of the bill, plus any
additional administrative costs incurred in the certification. The
auditor shall place the total amount certified on the tax duplicate for
the property affected, and the total amount, including any accrued
interest, shall be collected as delinquent taxes are collected and shall
be disbursed to the general fund of the municipal corporation.
As added by Acts 1980, P.L.211, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.50-2002,
SEC.1; P.L.144-2003, SEC.1; P.L.177-2003, SEC.2.

IC 36-1-6-3
Proceeding to enforce ordinance; law applicable

Sec. 3. (a) Certain ordinances may be enforced by a municipal



corporation without proceeding in court through:
(1) an admission of violation before the violations clerk under
IC 33-36; or
(2) administrative enforcement under section 9 of this chapter.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a), a proceeding to enforce
an ordinance must be brought in accordance with IC 34-28-5, section
4 of this chapter, or both.

(c) An ordinance defining a moving traffic violation may not be
enforced under IC 33-36 and must be enforced in accordance with
IC 34-28-5.
As added by Acts 1980, P.L.211, SEC.1. Amended by Acts 1981,
P.L.108, SEC.39; P.L.177-1988, SEC.8; P.L.130-1991, SEC.35;
P.L.1-1998, SEC.202; P.L.98-2004, SEC.159.

IC 36-1-6-4
Injunction

Sec. 4. A municipal corporation may bring a civil action to enjoin
any person from:

(1) violating an ordinance regulating or prohibiting a condition
or use of property; or
(2) engaging in conduct without a license if an ordinance
requires a license to engage in the conduct.

As added by Acts 1980, P.L.211, SEC.1.

IC 36-1-6-5  Repealed
(Repealed by Acts 1981, P.L.108, SEC.40.)

IC 36-1-6-6
Repealed

(Repealed by Acts 1981, P.L.108, SEC.40.)

IC 36-1-6-7
Repealed

(Repealed by Acts 1981, P.L.108, SEC.40.)

IC 36-1-6-8
Repealed

(Repealed by Acts 1981, P.L.108, SEC.40.)

IC 36-1-6-9
Enforcement of ordinances through administrative proceedings;

appeal

Sec. 9. (a) The legislative body of a county or municipality may
adopt an ordinance providing that certain other ordinances may be
enforced through a proceeding before an administrative body of the
county or municipality.

(b) An ordinance adopted under subsection (a) must designate the
following:

(1) The ordinances that may be enforced through an
administrative proceeding.



(2) The administrative body before which the proceeding may
be brought.

(c) An ordinance may not be designated under subsection (b) for
enforcement through an administrative proceeding unless the
ordinance restricts or prohibits actions harmful to the land, air, or
water, governs use of the public way, or governs the standing or
parking of vehicles.

(d) In a proceeding to enforce an ordinance brought before an
administrative body designated under subsection (b):

(1) a violation of the ordinance must be proven by a
preponderance of the evidence; and
(2) the administrative body may not impose a penalty other than
a fine in an amount within the limit set forth in IC 36-1-3-8(10).

(e) A person who receives a penalty under subsection (d) may
appeal the order imposing the penalty to a court of record in:

(1) the county that brought the enforcement proceeding if the
proceeding is brought by a county; or
(2) the county in which the municipality is located if the
proceeding is brought by a municipality.

(f) An appeal under subsection (e) from an order imposing a
penalty must be filed not more than sixty (60) days after the day on
which the order is entered.
As added by P.L.130-1991, SEC.36. Amended by P.L.64-1992,
SEC.8; P.L.308-1995, SEC.1.

IC 36-1-6-10
Establishing election districts

Sec. 10. (a) This section applies to an ordinance adopted by a unit
to establish executive, fiscal, or legislative body election districts
within the unit.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in the ordinance, the ordinance
takes effect immediately upon passage. However, a previously
adopted ordinance establishing election districts remains in effect for
the purpose of filling a vacancy in the executive, fiscal, or legislative
body until the expiration of the term of that office.

(c) A reference in the ordinance to the boundary of a political
subdivision, a precinct boundary, or an election district boundary
refers to the precinct or boundary as the precinct or boundary existed
on the date of adoption of the ordinance. A change in the boundary
of a political subdivision, precinct, or election district following the
date of adoption of the ordinance does not alter the boundaries of the
election districts established by the ordinance.
As added by P.L.3-1995, SEC.152. Amended by P.L.3-1997,
SEC.449; P.L.176-1999, SEC.131.
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